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Nearly 150 friends, relatives and
members of the Scandinavian American
Cultural & Historical Foundation
gathered Sept. 10 for a special event
honoring LeRoy Anderson of Orange
County as the SACHF Outstanding
Scandinavian American of 2011.
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The large attendance can be attributed to
the many friends who know LeRoy and came
out for the event. Publicity was an important
factor as well, with hundreds of invitations going
out to targeted mailing lists including Swedish
groups, SACHF members, and several Conejo
Valley area residents with some Scandinavian
connection.

The SACHF 2011 Outstanding Scandinavi-
an American award ceremony honoring Ander-
son featured a program of music from the Vasa
Choir, professional soloist Janelle Yates
(LeRoy's daughter from Tennessee), and the
Vastkustens Spelmanslag fiddlers, guitar,
bass and LeRoy himself on the accordion.

(continued on p3)
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2012 NORDIC SPIRIT SYMPOSIUM:

SPOTLIGHT ON LIFE, RELIGION, ART
OF MEDIEVAL SCANDINAVIA

by HOWARD K. ROCKSTAD

Symposium Founder/Director

he 2012 Nordic Spirit

Symposium will focus on
the Nordic countries in the
post -Viking era up to.the eve
of the Reformation, and will
treat aspects of life, religion,
culture, politics and art during
this period of Scandinavian
history.

One of the speakers will be
Tracey Sands , who was a treas-
ured presenter at our 2003 Nor-

dic Spirit Symposium, The North- .

ern Front: Scandinavia'in WWII.
In accepting our invitation,
Tracey wrot e,
see your topic for the symposi-
um. So many interesting things
happened in the Nordic region
after the Viking Age, and it will
be great to have a full symposi-
um devoted to t

Tracey will speak on saints and
politics during the Kalmar Union,
which united all the Nordic king-
doms under the rule of a single
monarch from the end of the
14th century into the 1520s. The
former Ventura County resident
now resides in Colorado, and
holds a part-time appointment
with the University of Copenha-
gen.

She believes an understand-
ing of the cult of saints can shed
light on late medieval Swedish
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of a fundamental separation be-
tween religion and other aspects
of life would have been utterly
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Morgan Yates:

2:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 23

Irene Levin Berman:

Scandinavian Lecture Series and more

i Aut o sAuto @lub arbhivist els a

on Swedish-American artist Carl Oscar Borg ..

Roth Nelson Room

Ib Melchior: Writer, Producer, OSS Agent
2:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 13, 2011

Roth Nelson Room

Norway and the Holocaust
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, Nov 15, 2011

Overton Hall

see p 4-5




NOTES FROM SACHF PRESIDENT LARRY JOHNSON

Sunday, August 21, 2011, the National Day of Mourning  for the July 22 tragedy.
Following the Oslo Cathedral service, SACHF president Larry Johnson presents
collected condolences to the Rev. Dr. Trond Bakkevig , Dean of Vestre Aker, a
group of eight Oslo city parishes. The SACHF messages will be added to the Na-
tional Archive of Memorials. Below: A girl blows bubbles outside the Cathedral on
the National Day of Mourning. photos by Larry Johnson
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that truth. HM King Harald said it Past President Howard K. Rockstad
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the test that the true strength, soli- Carlson, Siri Eliason, Sandra Grunewald, Einar Hovind, Larry H.T. Johnson, Anita
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way: @AWe are going
with love. We will not be intimidated.

EDITOR: Judith Gabriel Vinje, jgabriel.vinje@gmail. com
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Outstanding Scandinavian American LeRoy Anderson
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The Swedish Folk Dance Club
of Los Angeles brought their
skills, humor and joy to the
crowd gathered around. Then
during the third dance, sad-
ness struck as Armond Deny ,
long-time leader of the group,
collapsed with severe heart
trouble and was taken to Los
Robles Hospital. He is now
recovering at home

BEHIND THE SCENES

Janelle Anderson Yates,
LeRoy's daughter, traveled
from Tennessee for the
event, and sang two solos in
the program

SACHF wishes to thank Siri
Eliason , Howard Rockstad
Fred Tonsing and the OSA
Committee for planning the
event. Thanks also to Scandi-
navian Center directors Dick
and Anita Londgren and their
crew who helped put the re-
ception together 8 including
Torsten Olsson, Jan Wenn-
berg and friends cleaning up
the grounds and adding shad-
ing material to the patio roofs,
setting up refreshments, clean-
up afterwards. DZ

NORDIC SPIRIT SYMPOSIUM

FEB. 10 - 11, 2012 at CLU

(continued from p1)

We are also pleased to include Stephen Mitchell,
Professor of Scandinavian and Folklore at Harvard Universi-
ty. Stephen regularly complements his teaching and
research on site at Harvard
studies summer program in Scandinavia. His research cen-
ters on popular traditions, mythology and legends in the late
medieval and early modern periods. Recently his research
resulted in a book-length study of witchcraft and magic
throughout medieval Scandinavia.

For variety, the program will include an illustrated presenta-
tion by a clothing historian, Michelle Nordtorp -Madsen of
the University of St. Thomas in Minnesota. Tracey Sands

wrote of her, fAiShelly can t

SACHF Board
members and

musicians lead the
parade from Holy
Trinity Church to the
Scandinavian
Center.

Erik Lindberg. a good fishing
buddy of LeRoy's, gave "a
friend's tributedJbo
in the Swedish Club of Los
Angeles and is currently chair
of the North Star Lodge of
Vasa Order of America.

about medieval clothing, and about how something like set-
ting in a sleeve and tailoring for a close fit can be associated
with a huge social revolution.

The above-described presenters are only a sampling of
those planned for the February 10-11, 2012 program on me-
dieval Scandinavia and, as in the past, the program will
include expert presenters from Europe. Dz
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LEADING VIKING AGE EXPERT RICHARD HALL DIES

We were saddened to learn of the death of world
renown archaeologist and former Nordic Spirit Symposium
speaker, Dr. RichardHal, one of the worl dés
perts on the Viking Age, who died in September at the age
of 62. He was best known for his pivotal role in the interna-
tionally significant Coppergate Viking Dig in York, where he
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